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In 2011, one of the world’s most comprehensive series 
of primary source documents celebrated its 150 th 
anniversary. The Foreign Relations of the United States 
is published by the United States Department of State’s 
Office of the Historian. The Department published its first 
volume in 1861 — during the administration of Abraham 
Lincoln — and its most recent just a few months ago in 
2011. 

The Foreign Relations series, known affectionately as 
“FRUS”, has long been a resource valued by professional 
researchers, foreign policy experts, and college students. 

It seemed a fitting tribute to bring this authoritative series 
to a new audience — secondary school teachers and their 
students. 

We know that you will never have the time to comb 
through hundreds of thousands of documents searching 
for the perfect classroom resource. This CD-ROM 
publication includes more than 300 primary source 
documents, paired with over 120 classroom-ready lessons, 
covering key events from 1775 to 2011; lessons that use 
art, music, dance, and drama. Everything you need to 
educate — and engage — students in the world of foreign 
affairs. 


But this can be only a beginning. There are so many more 
documents out there to discover. That is why we have 
included a list of collections from around the web, each 
with its own unique perspective. Our hope is that you will 
explore these collections and use even more documents to 
bring the diplomacy of the past to life in your classroom. 
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